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Failure not an option

m Ll vets mark 65 years
since Normandy Iandlngs

= Memories of trymg to
beat odds in deadly fight

BY CARL MACGOWAN
carl. macgowan@newsday.com

As he finished reading his
speech Friday at ceremonies
marking the 65th anniversary
of D-Day, former Navy sailor
Joseph Corsentino of Valley
Stream added an impromptu re-
flection on the birth 14 years
ago of his twin grandsons, Jo-
seph and Donald Grupski of
Massapequa Park.

“D-Day — that’s what it was
all about,” said Corsentino, 84,
a retired chemist. “We did it
for our children and our grand-
children so they might have a
better life and a better free
world for them to live in.”

More than two dozen veterans
of the June 6, 1944, invasion of
Normandy, the turning point of
‘World War II, attended ceremo-
nies l-hday at t.he Amencan Air-

wer M blic Air-

called the secrecy of the mission.
‘When his ship left Liverpool, En-
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On Long Island

Ceremony marking the 65th
anniversary of D-Day: Satur-
day, 10 a.m., Islip Town Veter-
ans Memorial Park, Islip Towrl
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reminisce Friday at the American Airpower Museum about

D-Day. More than twt?‘ dozen veterans gfa the 1944 Invasnon of
e ies in East Farmi

gland, the official log sh d it
was going to Naples, Italy. “We
didn’t know we were headed to
Normandy,” he said.

Despite the weather, missed

PO’
port in East Farmmgdale They
reminisced about roles in the bat-
tle, signed a placard for the muse-
um and, prompted by Army vet-
eran Walter Blum, 83, of Great
Neck, held a moment of silence
for the thousands who died.

A few hundred spectators, in-
cluding D-Day veterans, their
families and public officials, at-
tended the ceremony inside an
airplane hangar. Outside, rain
fell from gray clouds reminis-
cent of the dark skies seen in ar-
chival footage of the invasion.

Jack McMullen, 87, of Seaford,
who piloted a B-24 fighter plane,
recalled trying to spot his targets
through thick cloud cover as he
flew 22,000 feet over St. Lo,
France. “We couldn’t see any-
thing,” the retired American Air-
lines pilot told the crowd. “The
weather was lousy.”

“I couldn’t see where the
bombs went,” he told a reporter.

Joe McKenna, 86, of Melville,
who served in the Navy Armed
Guard on a refueling ship, re-

and heavy casual-
ties, a force of some 150,000
drove German troops out of for-
tified bunkers along the French
coast. The invasion killed an es-
timated 4,413 Allied soldiers,
sailors and airmen — including
2,499 Americans, whom Presi-
dent Barack Obama will honor
at ceremonies Saturday at the
Normandy American Ceme-
tery and Memorial in France.

“All you knew was that you
were trying to beat the odds
while supporting the troops on
the beach,” said Corsentino, a
yeoman petty officer second
class on the USS Thompson.
“We didn’t think about the op-
tion of failure.”

Nassau County Executive Th-
omas Suozzi told the veterans
their defeat of Nazi Germany,
which surrendered in May
1945, would not be forgotten.

“You did all that: You ended
the nightmare, you buried your
buddies, you nursed your
wounds,” he said. “We can never
really repay you.”
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Hall, Montauk Highway, Islip.
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A World War Il enthusiast
dressed in combat uniform
walks in the American
cemetery in Normandy, France.

GETTY IMAGES PHOTO
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